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Welcome

Mrs Gregory (Early Reading and Phonics Lead)
Miss Smith (Love of Reading)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHm5yBgtU90


The importance of reading:

Literacy Trust

OFSTED





• Children who are good at reading do more of it, learn more and extend their 
vocabulary.

• Children need to be fluent readers in order to access the rest of the 
curriculum.

• Children who find it difficult fall behind in all subjects. 

• The importance of talk and stories and the role these play in developing your 
children’s vocabulary and language.

• The EEF considers synthetic phonics to be one of the most secure and best-
evidence areas of pedagogy and recommends all schools use a systematic 
approach to teaching it.
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What are the key/essential knowledge and skills for each year group?

YEAR 3

Word Reading:

To be able to skim and scan to find 

information in a text for retrieval-style 

questions.

Comprehension:

To be able ask questions about a text I 

have read to help me to understand.

To be able to make a prediction based 

on clues from what I have read.

To be able to retell a story, in 

sequential order.

YEAR 4

Word Reading:

To be able to read and decode words 

that do not follow spelling patterns, 

with reference to English appendix 1.

To be able to use my understanding of 

prefixes and suffixes to help to 

understand the meaning of new words.

Comprehension:

To be able to explain how a character 

is feeling, thinking and why they carry 

out an action.

YEAR 5

Word Reading:

To be able to read and understand the 

meaning of at least half of the words 

on the year 5 spellings.

Comprehension:

To be able to find and record facts and 

information from a non-fiction text 

read.

To be able to make a prediction by 

using evidence from my reading about 

a character’s feelings and actions.

To be able to read and prepare a 

poem to perform.

YEAR 6

Word Reading:

To be able to summarise the main 

ideas in a paragraph or paragraphs.

Comprehension:

To be able to justify an opinion/answer, 

using evidence from a text.

To be able to read and understand the 

meaning of at least half of the words 

on the year 6 spellings.

To participate in discussion about 

books that they are familiar with.



Supporting your child with their reading fluency:
Reading fluency is made up of the following components:

• automaticity (rapid word reading without conscious 

decoding)

• accuracy (words read accurately, typically measured 

as a percentage)

• prosody (expressive, phrased reading, with intonation)







Phonics at HJS

Help your child to:

• Identify the sounds in the word in order, starting with 

the initial sound.

• Elongate each sound when blending sounds together 

to hear the word.

• If your child does not recognise the spelling, tell them 

what sound the spelling makes. E.g. “eigh spells the 

‘ay’ sound”

• If the word is a long, polysyllabic word, then break it 

up into chunks e.g. hair-brush. 

• Model correct pronunciation of a word if your child is 

struggling to accurately decode a word. 



Supporting your child with their comprehension



• Collins Big Cat Assessments 1 per term / 1 per half term

• Allocated book band colour

• Appropriate for their current decoding, fluency and comprehension level

• Monitored regularly

• Share this multiple times over the course of a week

How can you support your child when sharing this book at home?



Reading 1:1 with your child
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Love of Reading at HJS
• Reading Ambassadors – 2 children in each class

• Reading shed

• Hampton Library visits

• ERIC sessions

• “Class reads”

• Book Fair 

• Author Day

• World Book Day



Supporting at Home



The Five Finger Rule



Reading Challenges

• Available on HJS website and Google 
Classroom

• Reflect current authors, classic texts, 
BAME authors, linking to taught topics, 
a range of genres and texts, texts from 
different cultures and settings, 
revisiting previous topics

• Age-appropriate texts for each year 
group



Useful links
General support

https://relay.libguides.com/language-comprehension/phrasing

Online 

https://storylineonline.net/

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/year3

Audio books

https://open.spotify.com/

https://www.audible.co.uk/

https://relay.libguides.com/language-comprehension/phrasing
https://storylineonline.net/
https://www.thereaderteacher.com/year3
https://open.spotify.com/
https://www.audible.co.uk/

